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E.O.l 1652:N/A 

TAGS: PINS, PINT, SF, BC 

SUB: BANNED JOURNALIST,FORMER NUSAS OFFICER, FLEES TO BOTSWANA 
REF: CAPE TOWN 0005 

1 . ACCORDING PRESS REPORTS, JOURNALIST ERIC ABRAHAM, WHO 
WAS BANNED LAST NOVEMBER AND RECENTLY REFUSED EXIT PERMIT 
TO GO TO UK(REFTEL), ESCAPED INTO BOTSWANA ON JANUARY 5. 

ABRAHAM, A 22-YEAR OLD UCT GRADUATE AND PART-TIME CORRESPONDENT 
FOR BBC AND THE GUARDIAN HAD COMPLAINED OF HARASSMENT BY 
HOOLIGANS FOLLOWING HIS BANNING AND AT ONE POINT WENT 

ON A 72 HOUR HUNGER STRIKE TO PROTEST REFUSAL OF AN 

EXIT PERMIT. REPORTEDLY REPRESENTATIONS HAD BEEN MADE TO THE SAG 

ON HIS BEHALF BY AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL, FOR WHOM 

HE PREVIOUSLY WORKED, AND BY SEVERAL 

UK LIBERAL PARTY MPS. 

2. ALSO REPORTED AS HAVING RECENTLY FLED TO BOTSWANA 
WITHOUT A PASSPORT WAS CRAIG WILLIAMSON, VICE-PRESIDENT 
IN 1974-75 OF THE NATIONAL UNION OF SOUTH AFRICAN 
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